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Listing of Claims 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims 
in the application. 

1 . (Currently amended) A network device, comprising: 
a housing; 

circuitry within the housing fo r operating as a router to direc t multipl e xing a 
communication of information between^^^^ first, second and third communication devices 
via at least a wireles fi tyi^^^dnim^ wherein the circuitry includes a first connection for 
comiecting to the first communication device, a second connection for connecting to the 
second communication device, a third connectioti for connecting to the third conraiunication 
device, and a power connection for connecting the circuitry to an alternating cunrent power 
source, and wherein the first, second and third communication devices are external to the 
housing; 

a group of electrical prongs, mounted to the housing, for insertion into at least one 
primary receptacle of the alternating current power source, and for mechanically supporting 
at least a portion of the housing's weight when the group of electrical prongs is so inserted, 
wherein at least a portion of the group of electrical prongs is connected to the power 
connection for connecting the circuiby to the altemating current power source via the power 
coimection and the group of electrical prongs when the group of electrical prongs i$ so 
inserted; 

a first extension receptacle, mounted to the housing and connected to the group of 
electrical prongs, into which a first plug of a first extension device is insertable, for 
connecting the first extension device to the altemating current power source via tbe first plug 
and the group of electrical prongs when the first plug and the group of electrical prongs are 
so mserted; and 

a second extension receptacle, mounted to the housing and connected to the group of 
electrical prongs, into which a second plug of a second extension device is insertable, for 
connecting the second extension device to the altemating current power source via the 
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second plug and the group of electrical prongs when the second plug and the group of 
electrical prongs are so inserted, 

2. (PreviousJy presented) The network device of Claim 1, wherein the circuitry 
includes a power conditioning module for conditioning power from the alternating ciurent 
power source, and wherein: 

the power connection is for connecting tiie circuitry to the alternating cuirent power 
source via the power connection, the power conditioning module, and the group of electrical 
prongs when the group of electrical prongs is so inserte<^ 

the first extension receptacle is for connecting the first extension device to the 
alternating current power source via the first plug, the power conditioning module, and flie 
group of electrical prongs when the first plug and the group of electrical prongs are so 
inserted; and 

the second extension receptacle is for connecting the second extension device to the 
alternating current power source via the second plug, the power conditioning module, and the 
group of electrical prongs when the second plug and the group of electrical prongs are so 
inserted. 

3. (Previously presented) The network device of Claim 1 , wherein the circuitry 
includes a surge protection module for protecting the circuitry against a surge in power from 
the alternating current power source, and wherein: 

the power connection is for connecting the circuitry to the alternating current power 
soxirce via the power connection, the surge protection module, and the group of electrical 
prongs when the group of electrical prongs is so inserted; 

the first extension receptacle is for connecting the fhst extension device to the 
alternating current power source via the first plug, the surge protection module, and the group 
of electrical prongs when the first plug and the group of electrical prongs are so inserted; and 

the second extension receptacle is for connecting the second extension device to the 
alternating current power source via the second plug, the surge protection modide, and the 
group of electrical prongs when the second plug and the group of electrical prongs are so 
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inserted. 

4. (Previously presented) The network device of Claim 1 , wherein the group of 
electrical prongs includes: 

a first group of electrical prongs, mounted to the housing, for insertion into a first 
primary receptacle of the alternating current power source, and for mechanically supporting 
at least a portion of the housing's weight when the first group of electrical prongs is so 
inserted, wherein the first group of electrical prongs is connected to the power connection for 
connecting the circuitry to the alternating current power source via the power connection and 
the first group of electrical prongs when the first group of electrical prongs is so inserted, 
wherein the first extension receptacle is coimected to the first group of electrical prongs for 
connecting the first extension device to the alternating current power source via the first plug 
and the first group of electrical prongs when the first plug and the first group of electrical 
prongs are so inserted; and 

a second group of electrical prongs, mounted to the housing, for insertion into a 
second primary receptacle of the alternating current power source, and for mechanically 
supporting at least a portion of the housing's weight when the second group of electrical 
prongs is so inserted^ wherein the second extension receptacle is connected to the second 
group of electrical prongs for connecting the second extension device to the altematiag 
current power source via liie second plug and the second group of electrical prongs when the 
second plug and the second group of electrical prongs are so inserted. 

5. (Previously presented) The network device of Claim 4, wherein the circuitry 
includes a power conditioning module for conditioning power firom the alternating current 
power source, and wherein: 

the power connection is for connecthig the circuitry to the alternating current power 
source via the power connection, the power conditioning module, and the first group of 
electrical prongs when the first group of electrical prongs is so inserted; 

the first extension receptacle is for coimecting tiie first extension device to the 
alternating current power source via the first plug, the power conditioning module, and the 
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first groiip of electrical prongs when the fiist plug and the first group of electrical prongs are 
so inserted; and 

the second extension receptacle is for connecting the second extension device to the 
alternating current power source via the second plug, the power conditioning module, and the 
second group of electrical prongs when the second plug and the second group of electrical 
prongs arc so inserted. 

6. (Previously presented) The network device of Claim 4, wherein the circuitry 
includes a surge protection module for protecting the circuitry against a surge in power firom 
the alternating current power source, and wherein: 

the power connection is for connecting tibie circuitry to the alternating current power 
source via the power connection, the surge protection module, and the first group of electrical 
prongs when the first group of electrical prongs is so inserted; 

the first extension receptacle is for connecting the first extension device to the 
alternating current power source via the first plug, the surge protection module, and the first 
group of electrical prongs when the first plug and the first group of electrical prongs are so 
inserted; and 

the second extension receptacle is for connecting the second extension device to the 
alternating current power source via the second plug, the surge protection module, and the 
second group of electrical prongs when the second plug and the second group of electrical 
prongs are so inserted. 

7. (Previously presented) The network device of Claim 1 , wherein the circuitry is 
remotely controllable fay the first communication device. 

8. (Currently amended) The network device of Claim 1, wherein the fiist^second 
and third connections achieve redundancy for fault-tolerant nperation of the communication 
of information between the first, second and third communication devices is for connocting 
to th e s e cond communication devic e via a wir e l e so m e dium . 
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9. (Currently amended) The network device o f Claim 1 Claim 8 , wherein the 
circuitry includes: 

circiutry for selecting a manner of communicating the information between the 
second connection and the second communication device via the wireless medium, including 
at least one of the following: wireless communication standard selection^ mode selection, 
and channel selection. 

10. (Previously presented) The network device of Claim 9, wherein the circuitry is 
remotely controllable by the first conmiunication device. 

1 1 . (Previously presented) The network device of Claim 1 , wherein the circuitry is 
mounted to the housing, and wherein the group of electrical prongs is mounted to the housing 
by mounting to the circuitry. 

12. (Previously presented) The netwoik device of Claim 1 , wherein the second 
communication device is the first extension device. 

13. (Previously presented) The network device of Claim 1 . wherein the primary 
receptacle has a connector type, and wherein the first extension receptacle has the connector 
type. 

14. (Previously presented) The network device of Claim 1, wherein the primary 
receptacle is mounted within a wall and is exposed to an outer surface of the wall» and 
comprising: 

a structure for securing the housing to the wall when the group of electrical prongs is 
so inserted. 

15. (Previously presented) The network device of Claim 14, wherein the structure 
includes a screw for securing the housuig to the wall. 
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16. (Previously presented) The network device of Claim 14, wherein the structure 
includes a locking device for selectively preveatmg detachment of the housing from the wall. 

17. (Previously presented) The network device of Claim 1 6, wherein the structure 
includes a screw for securing the housing to the wall, and wherein the locking device 
includes a cover for selectively preventing access to the screw. 

1 8 . (Previously presented) The network device of Claim 14, wherein the structure 
is for securmg the housing to the wall by securing the housing to the receptacle. 

19. (Currently amended) A network device, coraprising: 
a housing; 

circuitry within the housing fo rj3P£r^iDg-as_a.i:Q.ut.er,to direct a communication of 
communioating information betwee n anv of first and second communication devices via at 
least a wireless medium, wherein the circuitry includes a first connection for coimecting to 
the first communication device, a second connection for connecting to the second 
communication device, and a power connection for connecting the circuitry to an alternating 
current power source; 

a group of electrical prongs, mounted to the housing, for insertion into at least one 
primary receptacle of the alternating current power source, and for mechanically supporting 
at least a portion of the housing^ s weight when the group of electrical prongs is so inserted, 
wherein at least a portion of the group of electrical prongs is connected to the power 
connection for cormecting the circuitry to the alternating current power source via the power 
connection and the group of electrical prongs when the group of electrical prongs is so 
inserted; and 

an extension receptacle, mounted to the housing and connected to the group of 
electrical prongs, into which a plug of an extension device is insertable, for connecting the 
extension device to the alternating current power source via tiie plug and the group of 
electrical prongs when the plug and the group of electrical prongs are so inserted. 
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20. (Previously presented) The network device of Claim 1 9, wherein the 
extension receptacle is a first extensioa receptacle, wherein the extension device is a first 
extension device^ wherein the plug is a first plug of the first extension device, and 
comprising: 

a second ext^ion receptacle, mounted to the housing and connected to the group of 
electrical prongs, into which a second plug of a second extension device is insertable, for 
connecting the second extension device to the alternating current power source via the 
second plug and the group of electrical prongs when the second plug and the group of 
electrical prongs are so inserted. 

21- (Previously presented) The network device of Claim 20, wherein the group of 
electrical prongs includes : 

a first group of electrical prongs, moiinted to &e housing, for insertion into a first 
primary receptacle of the alternating cxurent power source^ and for mechanically supporting 
at least a portion of the housing^s weight when the first group of electrical prongs is so 
inserted, wherein the first group of electrical prongs is connected to the power connection for 
connecting the circuitry to the alternating current power source via the power connection and 
the first group of electrical prongs when the first group of electrical prongs is so inserted, 
wherein the first extension receptacle is connected to the first group of electrical prongs for 
connecting the first extension device to the alternating cunent power source via the first plug 
and the first group of electrical prongs when the first plug and the first group of electrical 
prongs are so inserted; and 

a second group of electrical prongs, mounted to tl:ie housing, for insertion into a 
second primary receptacle of the alternating current power source, and for mechanically 
supporting at least a portion of the housing's weight when the second group of electrical 
prongs is so inserted, wherein the second extension receptacle is connected to the second 
group of electrical prongs for connecting the second extension device to the altemating 
current power source via the second plug and the second group of electrical prongs when the 
second plug and the second group of electrical prongs are so inserted. 
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22. (Previously presented) The network device of Claim 1 9, wherein the circuitry 
includes a power conditioning module for conditioning power from the alternating current 
power source, and \^erein: 

the power connection is for connecting the ciicnitry to the alternating current power 
source via the power connection, the power conditioning module, and the group of electrical 
prongs when the group of electrical prongs is so inserted; and 

the extension receptacle is for connecting the extension device to the alternating 
current power source via the plug, the power conditioning module, and the group of electrical 
prongs when the plug and the group of electrical prongs are so inserted. 

23. (Previously presented) The networic device of Claim 1 9, whisrein the circuitry 
includes a surge protection module for protecting the circuitry against a surge in power from 
the alternating current power source, and wherein: 

the power connection is for connecting the circuitry to the alternating current power 
source via the power connection, the surge protection module, and the group of electrical 
prongs when the group of electrical prongs is so inserted; and 

the extension receptacle is for coimecting the extension device to the alternating 
current power source via tlie plug, the sxirge protection module, and the group of electrical 
prongs when the plug and the.group of electrical prongs are so inserted. 

24. (Previously presented) The netwoA device of Claim 1 9, wherein the circuitry 
is remotely controllable by the first communication device. 

25. (Currently amended) The networic device of Claim 1 9, wherein th e first and 
second connecttons achieve re ^undanfiyiorim nneration of the oomnfmnication of 



infomiation between the first and second cnmrnumcation devii 
second oommuniootion dovico via a - wir e l e ss m e dium . 
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26. (Currently ameaided) The network device o f CMm 19 Claim 2S - wherein the 
circuitry includes: 

circuitry for selecting a manner of communicating the information between the 
second connection and the second communication device via the wireless medium, including 
at least one of the following: wireless communication standard selection, mode selection, 
and channel selection. 

27. (Previously presented) The network device of Claim 26, wherein the circuitry 
j$ remotely controllable by the first communication device. 

28 . (Previously presented) The network device of Claim 1 9, wherein the circuitry 
Is mounted to the housing, and wherein the group of electrical prongs is mounted to the 
housing by mounting to the circuitry. 

29. (Previously presented) The network device of Claim 19, wherein the second 
communication device is the extension device. 

30. (Previously presented) The network device of Claim 1 9, wherein the primary . 
receptacle has a connector type, and wherein the extension receptacle has the connector type. 

3 1 . (Previously presented) The network device of Claim 1 9, whereui the primary 
receptacle is mounted within a wall and is exposed to an outer surface of the wall, and 
comprising: 

a stractiire for securing the housing to the wall when the group of electrical prongs is 
so inserted. 

32. (Previously presented) The network device of Claim 3 1 , wherein the structure 
includes a screw for securing the housing to the wall. 
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33. (Previously presented) The network device of Claim 3 1 , wherein the structure 
includes a looking device for selectively preventing detachment of the housing from the wall. 

34. (Previously presented) The network device of Claim 33, wherein the structure 
includes a screw for securing the housing to the wall, and wherein the locking device 
includes a cover for selectively preventing access to the screw. 

35. (Previously presmted) The network device of Claim 31, wherein the structure 
is for securing the housing to the wall by securing the housing to the receptacle. 

36. (Previously presented) The network device of Claim 19, wherein the first and 
second conununication devices are external to the housing. 

37. (Currently amended) A network device, comprising; 
a housing; 

circuitry within the housing fo r_operating as a router to direct a communication of 
eemffl micating information betwe en any of first anfl second communication devices via at 
leagt a wi reless medium , wherein the circuitry includes a first comiection for connecting to 
the first communication dc vice ^ ' S - a - wir e, a second connection for connecting to the second 
conununication device, and a power connection for connecting the circuitry to an alternating 
current power source; and 

a group of electrical prongs, mounted to the housing, for insertion into at least one 
receptacle of the alternating current power source, and for mechanically supporting at least a 
portion of the housing's weight when the group of electrical prongs is so inserted, wherein at 
least a portion of the group of electrical prongs is connected to the power connection for 
cormecting the circuitry to the alternating current power source via the power connection and 
the group of electrical prongs when the group of electrical prongs is so inserted. 

38. (Previously presented) The network device of Claim 37, wherein the circuitry 
is remotely controllable by the furst communication device. 
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39. (Currently amended) The network device of Claim 37, wherein th e first and 
second connection s achieve rerinnHflTi cY fof fault^tolerant Qt>eration of the comTntmicatioTi of 
iTifrtmriation between the first and second c<:>niTnuTiicatTon device s ia for connecting to the 
second communioation dovioo via a wireless medium . 

40. (Currently amended) The network device o f riaim 7n Cloim -a o . wherein the 
circuitry includes: 

circuitry for selecting a manner of communicating the infonnation between the 
second connection and ttie second communication device via the wireless medium, including 
at least one of the following: wireless communication standard selection, mode selection, 
and channel selection. 

4 1 . (Previously presented) The network device of Claim 40, wherein the circuitry 
is remotely controllable by the first communication device. 

42. (Previously presented) The network device of Claim 37, wherein the circuitry 
is mounted to the housing, and wherein the group of electrical prongs is mounted to the 
housing by mounting to the circuitry. 

43. (Previously presented) The network device of Claim 37, wherein the primary 
receptacle is mounted within a wall and is exposed to an outer surface of the wall, and 
comprising: 

a structure for secidng the housing to tiie wall when the group of electrical prongs is 
so inserted. 

44. (Previously presented) The network device of Claim 43, wherein the structure 
includes a screw for securing the housing to the wall. 
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45. (Previously presrated) The network device of Claim 43, wherein the structure 
includes a locking device for selectively pieveating detachment of the housing firom iho wall. 

46. (Previously presented) The network device of Claim 45, wherein the structure 
includes a screw for secuiijig the housing to the wall, and wherein the locking device 
includes a cover for selectively preventing access to the screw. 

47. (Previously presented) The network device of Claim 43, wherein the structure 
is for securing the housing to the wall by securing the housing to the receptacle. 

48 . (Previously presented) The network device of Claim 3 7, wherein the first and 
second communication devices are external to the housing. 

49. (Previously presented) The network device of Claim 37, wherein the second 
connection is a parallel connection. 

50. (Previously presented) The network device of Claim 37, wherein the second 
connection is a serial coimection 

5 1 . (Previously presented) The network device of Claim 50, wherein the serial 
connection is a universal serial bus C*USB**) connection. 

52. (Previously presented) The network device of Claim 37, wherein the wire is a 
Sist wire, and wherein the second connection is for connecting to tlie second commimication 
device via a second wire. 

53. (Previously presented) The network device of Claim 37, wherein die second 
coimection is an Ethemet connection. 
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54- (Previously presented) The networic device of Claim 37, wherein the second 
connections is a connection to a wide area network. 

55. (Previously presented) The netwoik device of Claim 54, wherein the wide 
area network is a globa] computer network. 

56. (Previously presented) The network device of Claim 37, wherein the second 
connections is a connection to a print device. 

57. (Previously presented) The network device of Claim 56, wherein the 
connection to the print device is a connection to the print device via a print s^er. 

58. (Previously presented) The network device of Claim 37, wherein the 
receptacle is a primary receptacle, and comprising: 

an extension receptacle, mounted to the housing and connected to the group of 
electrical prongs, into which a plug of an extension device is insertable, for connecting the 
extension device to the altemating cuirent power source via the plug and the group of 
electrical prongs when the plug and the group of electrical prongs are so inserted. 
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